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SOUND SEASON

MONKEY BUSINESS

The Eastern volleyball team reflects on
its 11-6 season after a loss at Ohio
Valley Conference tournament.

The Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity hosted a
forum discussing necessities for men
and women Tuesday.
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Student organizations ‘adopt’ family in need
By Cassie Buchman
Administration Editor | @cjbuchman
JoJunia Johnson, a lead merchandiser at a
Coca-Cola enterprise, recently went through
hard times when her family’s house burned
down.
“We’ve been through a lot,” Johnson said.
“We lost everything besides our lives.”
After learning about what happened, the
community came together to help her out.
People donated clothing, furniture and different children’s items.
“They really came together,” Johnson said.
Eastern students from TRiO Student Support Services and the National Pan-Hellenic
Council, student government, Sigma Gamma
Rho sorority, Zeta Phi Beta sorority and Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity also came together
to help Johnson and other families by “adopting” them and donating money to get them
presents for the holiday season.
At Ninth Street Hall, they gave Johnson
and her children presents in a room decorated
with little golden Christmas trees, as Christmas music played in the background.
One of the items Johnson received was a
microwave, which she said would help her out
a lot.
Johnson said because she was always doing
things for everyone else, it felt weird, albeit in
a good way, to be helped by others.
“Especially in such a small town,” Johnson
said. “I didn’t expect it at all.”
Johnson, who has five children, also has
custody of her two nephews; she is also a student going to school online studying business.
Maggie Burkhead, the associate director of
minority affairs, said the TRiO ambassadors
have been participating in the Adopt-a-Family event for the last four years as a part of other community service events they do.
“We can’t use federal money so we use our
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Janae Johnson, 2, gets excited while opening presents at the Adopt-a- Family event. The Adopt-a-Family event helps families in need in the
community.

dues,” Burkhead said. “I want them to see
how it feels to bless someone else for Christmas.”
To choose which families are “adopted,”
they ask students if they know people who
could use the help and contact Housing Out-

reach Prevention and Education and Williams
Elementary.
They then ask the family what they need.
“Everybody was reasonable in their requests,” Burkhead said. “They asked for a
football, a pair of shoes, some things for their

bathroom, any color.”
Laia Hill, a senior psychology major, said
if she was in need, she would appreciate getting help.
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Faculty Senate discusses new logo, committees, CUPB
By Cassie Buchman
Administration Editor | @cjbuchman
The Faculty Senate discussed the new athletic
logo, the state of various committees and the CUPB
at their meeting Tuesday.
Bob Martin, the vice president of university advancement, came to the Faculty Senate meeting to
talk about the new logo and fundraising efforts.
Martin worked with the athletic director Tom Michael and put together a committee to come up with
a new one.
“I didn’t like the old (logo) to be honest,” Martin
said. “It had Panther on it, EIU was too small, and
then I checked our logo sales for merchandise and for
three years in a row, royalties fell 4.48 percent, 18.5
percent and 11 percent.”
He said with the new logo, sales at stores such as
Positively Fourth Street have gone up.

Some of the discussion centered around the color
of the panther, which changed from black to white.
Martin said logos from other schools use animals
that are not their usual color.
Todd Bruns, assistant professor and institutional
repository librarian, said they were sidestepping some
of the social issues in the community and campus.
“It’s a potentially sensitive thing when our mascot
changes from a black panther to a white one,” Bruns
said. “It might sound overly sensitive, but I don’t
think we can ignore that.”
He said if more logos were put forward to consider, it might have been better.
Jason Waller, a philosophy professor, said the
change from black to white could be misinterpreted.
“Is the reasoning for that change anything other
than simple aesthetics?” Waller asked.
Martin said there was not a political message in the
logo change.

English professor Jeannie Ludlow asked Martin if
there were any people of color on the logo committee, to which Martin said there were not.
“If I was still living in Florida, I could count my
tan,” Martin said.
Teshome Abebe, an economics professor, said
Martin should be ashamed of that statement.
After the meeting, Abebe said he found the comment very offensive, mocking and out of place.
Abebe said he felt Martin demeaned the importance of all the work that people are doing on campus, and he demeaned the senate.
“Shame on you,” Abebe said. “Shame on you,
again. This is a body that you should respect, this is
an institution that should be respected.”
Martin said he did have respect for the institution.
“No, you don’t,” Abebe said. “You only respect one
guy—your boss. That’s it.”
Martin said this was not true, and that he dis-

agreed with what Abebe said.
“You do not,” Abebe said. “You wouldn’t bring this
junk in front of us if you did.”
Martin said it was not junk.
“It’s a business decision,” Martin said. “I have great
respect for people of color.”
Abebe said it would serve everyone well at the institution if Martin would own up to his mistake.
“You made a huge mistake,” Abebe said.
Martin said this was Abebe’s opinion.
“Sales will tell different,” Martin said.
Abebe said Martin’s objective missed what the institution is all about.
“My objective is to bring in more money because
it enhances your ability to do your job,” Martin said.
Abebe said the university does not define excellence by color.
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Community service director talks about resignation
By Mackenzie Freund
City Editor | @mgfreund_news
Since the Office of Student Community Service was created in August 2008, Rachel Fisher, the director of student community service,
said that she has had the honor to lead the office while watching it grow into a national leader and key partner in educational and co-curricular experiences.

Fisher will be stepping down as the director
of student community service at the end of the
semester.
She has worked with many student leaders,
faculty, staff, community members and civic
leaders.
The decision to step down, Fisher said, was
one of the hardest decisions she had to make,
she is excited to continue on and explore the
new opportunities.

“I feel in some ways I’m a living Robert Frost
poem, you know, like ‘two roads diverged’ and I
know this path and it’s beautiful, but I have got
to explore this other one,” Fisher said.
Fisher said that she will miss Eastern, but she
has the opportunity to focus on her consulting
and speaking opportunities; she also said she is
pursuing a doctorate in organizational behavior.
“It’s an opportunity for me to expand the
work that I’ve actually done here at Eastern,”

Fisher said. “To talk about how to motivate people how to realize that change isn’t about money, change is about human passion and to get
to work on that and to hopefully take that to a
broader scale.”
Marcia Shambaugh, the office manager for
student programs and fraternities and sororities,
has worked with Fisher since the office opened.

DIRECTOR, page 6
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Local weather
WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

Snow

Sunny

High: 39°
Low: 27°

High: 45°
Low: 27°

For more weather visit dailyeasternnews.com
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Booth offers ornament-making event
By Luis Martinez
Entertainment Editor | @LPMartinez20
Students, staff and faculty members are now able to go and craft an
Eastern related Christmas ornament
for the tree located in the Marvin
Foyer of Booth Library.
Anyone can go to Booth to make
their own ornament.
Beth Heldebrandt, the public relations director for Booth, said this
would be the first time Booth has
put together an event like this, and
it was uncertain how people would
react to it.
“We weren’t sure if people would
be interested; we just set up this table last week over Thanksgiving
break so Sunday was the first day
the library was open since we set it
up,” Heldebrandt said. “By Monday, we had six ornaments on the
tree so I thought that was a good
sign.”
There will be a large variety of
free material for anyone to use to
create their own ornaments, whether it is Eastern students, faculty or
Charleston residents.
“They’re not obligated to put
them on our tree, it’s just something
to do during the last two weeks of
school,” Heldebrandt said. “We
would love to display (the ornaments) on our tree, but we also love

Advertising
To place an advertisement or classified ad in The
Daily Eastern News, call the ads office at 5812812 or fax 581-2923. Visit our online advertisements at dailyeasternnews.com/classifieds.
Comments / Tips
Contact any of the above staff members if you believe your information is relevant. aaaaaaaaaaa
aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa
Corrections
The Daily Eastern News is committed to accuracy in its
coverage of the news. Any factual error the staff finds,
or is made aware of by its readers, will be corrected as
promptly as possible. Please report any factual error you
find to Editor-in-Chief Stephanie Markham at 581-2812.
Employment
If you would like to work for The Daily Eastern News
as a reporter, photographer, columnist, cartoonist, copy editor, designer or videographer, please
visit at the newsroom at 1802 Buzzard Hall.

Printed by Eastern Illinois University
on soy ink and recycled paper.
Attention postmaster: Send
address changes to:
The Daily Eastern News
1802 Buzzard Hall
Eastern Illinois University
Charleston, IL 61920

Luis Martinez can be
reached at 581-2812
or lpmartinez@eiu.edu.
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Students can hang their homemade ornaments on the Christmas tree in
the Booth Library lobby until Dec. 18.

Property tax raise possible for Charleston
By Mackenzie Freund
City Editor | @mgfreund_news

Though the official numbers
have not been received from Coles
County, there is a chance that the
city will have a property tax inNight Staff
for this issue
crease for the next fiscal year.
Night Chief
The Charleston City Council
Katelyn Siegert
met
Tuesday in City Hall where
Lead Designer
Mace Mackiewicz
they voted to approve the tax levy
Copy Editor/
ordinance for the fiscal year startDesigner
ing May 1, 2016 and ending April
Lauren McQueen
30, 2017.
Charleston Mayor Brandon
Get social with The Daily Eastern News Combs said with all the construction that has been happening, the
The Daily Eastern News
county does not have all of the new
information from the construction.
dailyeasternnews
“We do not have enough information at this time from the coun@DEN_News
ty because they are still working on
Visit our website: dailyeasternnews.com finalizing the values, but we have
some estimated amounts,” Combs
said. “An estimated increase in
About
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Eastern Illinois University. It is published daily Monworth $100, 000 would be around
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to see them take them home and get
a little EIU representation at home
as well.”
Some of the items people can use
to make their ornaments include sequins, ribbons and other arts and
craft materials.
“It seems to be popular, we
weren’t sure if people would be interested in doing it, but it seems to
be going well,” Heldebrandt said.
“We have to come down to clean
the table from time to time because
it gets messy after people use stuff.”
Allen Lanham, the dean of library services, said the library hopes
everyone will participate in the new
event, according to the press release.
“We hope everyone will help
to decorate the library by placing
their unique ornament on the EIUthemed tree in the library’s Marvin
Foyer,” Lanham said.
Besides the make-an-ornamental,
Heldebrandt said Booth would also
be doing other events for students
during finals week.
“We set out puzzles and Sudoku,
and this time, we’re going to have
some coloring pages because apparently adult coloring books are all
the rage now,” Heldebrandt said.

The council voted to approve
the ordinance, placing it on file so
the public and Charleston residents
can review it and give their input
if they would like during the next
meeting where the council will
vote on the ordinance again.
Before the council voted on the
tax levy ordinance, they voted to
approve the Fire and Police Pension Fund Board report.
The council receives the report
before they do the tax levy because it gives the city a chance to
see what the responsibilities are for
the pension.
The council also voted to enter
into a contractual agreement with
Eastern for Geographical Information System, or GIS, Support Services.
Council member Jeff Lahr said
there has been a contract with
Eastern for about 10 years.
The GIS service with Eastern
helps the city with mapping out
where different items are on the
city map.
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Lahr gave the example if the city
needs to see where all the manholes
are to get into the sewers, a layer
will be made so it can be put over
the map of the city.
“They can provide it at a reasonable rate because they hire students
and they also have the technical expertise because they teach in the
class there,” Lahr said. “If our people need any assistance, they provide that as well.”
Lahr said the GIS system is more
of an “as needed” service provided
by the university.
The council also voted on two
resolutions involving the contract
with Good Energy, LP in New
York.
Good Energy, LP is the consulting service that the city hired to
help with energy price negotiations
to get the lowest energy costs for
the residents of Charleston.
Combs said Good Energy, LP
is able to tell what is a good deal
so the city can provide the lowest
rates to the residents.

The City Council voted to allow City Manager Scott Smith to
sign an agreement for the supply of
electricity to the residents if needed.
“Sometimes these things come
quick and this was the council giving him the power to go ahead and
sign once we get a good locked in
price,” Combs said. “Sometimes it
has to be signed within 24 hours
and we don’t have a council meeting to approve it, trusting in Scott
to make the best decision for us.”
Charleston residents have a right
to deny the energy services provided by the city and go with a different company if they choose to.
The council also approved the
consent agenda, consisting of the
meeting minutes from the Nov. 17
meeting, payroll for the pay period for Nov. 14, and bills payable
for Dec. 4.
Mackenzie Freund can be
reached at 581-2812
or at mgfreund@eiu.edu.

What’s Happening on Campus?

Louis Marinaro: Recent Sculpture & Drawings l 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Featuring works by the artist. Tarble Arts Center
Writing Center Workshop: Strategies for Revising & Editing | 3:30 PM
3110 Coleman Hall
Booth Library Tours | 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Booth Library Reference Desk

The DEN
Check out more upcoming events at www.eiu.edu/eiu360/
RUN WITH US.
217-581-2816
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Alpha Phi Alpha forum talks necessities
By Torri Griffith
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
As Alpha week pushes on, the
men of Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity
presented a forum called “Monkey
Business,” Tuesday evening.
Phillip Love, the president of the
Alphas, said the event was an educational forum, which addressed
the 10 things every woman and
man needs in their personal and
everyday lives.
“This event is important to our
campus because it gives a chance
to learn outside of the classroom,
some things that will help you in
life and it is a step toward bringing
the fun back to forums,” Love said.
The forum was inspired by the
Forbes list of 10 things everyone
needs.
“We felt that people may or may
not have these (qualities) and it
would benefit the public to know
some things that are important to
have or obtain. People may feel like
they know everything they need,
but this forum may surprise them
on simple things they may need to
have in their daily lives,” Love said.
The fraternity, as well as the
Miss Black and Gold contestants
developed their own list of things
they believe every student needs in
their academic and personal lives.
Tyshawn Love, a sophomore
communication studies major, said
the first thing everyone needs in

his or her life is a pen.
Melanie Dyer, the president of
Zeta Phi Beta sorority and Adolphus Barnes, a senior sociology
major, presented a short skit on
why every student needs a schedule planner.
Du r i n g t h e s k i t , Ba r n e s i n formed Dyer on how a planner
can help students keep up with the
things that are needed to do during the week.
A good appearance was also on
the list of things they felt every
student needs.
Farrah Dean, junior biological
sciences major and Angela Davis,
a senior sociology major, said every
woman needs a black dress in their
wardrobe.
“It is slimming, it displays confidence and it is very versatile,”
Dean said.
Dyer said it is also important for
females to have good hair products.
“100 brushes a day will send you
on your way,” Dyer said.
Dyer said carrying a brush with
you is important because you always want your hair to look presentable.
Jace Perkins, a senior English
major, demonstrated why every
male needs a pair of dark denim
jeans.
Perkins said dark denim jeans
match with anything that might be
in someone’s wardrobe.
The last thing they believe men
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Melanie Dyer, a senior communication studies major, talks about having good hair and when the proper times to
brush your hair is during the Alpha Phi Alpha Monkey Business Forum in Phipps Lecture Hall in the Physical Science Building Tuesday. Dyer is the president for the Zeta Phi Beta sorority.

and women need to do is walk with
confidence.
The forum continued with a
game called “Kahoot.” The game
consisted of 10 questions about
fraternity’s history.
The winner of the game received

a golden ticket. The ticket provided a free entry to any Alpha event.
The contestants of Miss Black
and Gold ended the forum by informing the audience of the toiletry drive they are having throughout the week.

There will be black and gold
boxes in Coleman, the Martin Luther King Jr. Union, Lantz Arena
and Thomas Hall.
Torri Griffith can be reached at
581-2812 or tlgriffith@eiu.edu.

Student Senate to reveal election results, bylaw change
By Cassie Buchman and Analicia
Haynes
Administration Editor and Staff Reporter | @
cjbuchman, @DEN_News
The Student Senate will reveal
the results of the senate elections
at their meeting 7 p.m. Wednesday
in the Arcola-Tuscola room of the
Union.
Shirmeen Ahmed, student body
president, said 16 people ran for
Senate this semester.
“There were only two people
whose term didn’t end,” Ahmed
said.
She said they will have the actual
number of people who will be senators next week.
Maralea Negron, current Student Senate speaker, was nominat-

ed again for the position.
She was the only one nominated
for the position.
At the meeting, two student senators will speak on her behalf, then
she will make her own speech. After a discussion, everyone will vote.
Bryce Mullins, the chair for the
student alumni relations committee
said, “the (student) senate has been
very productive this semester compared to years past.”
Mullins said because of Negron’s
engaging attitude, the committee
chairs were able to stay motivated
and are currently working on many
projects.
“It’s the same process as always,”
Ahmed said. “I run the meeting for
that part, so I’m excited.”
The meeting will be the longest

of the semester.
“I hope it’s not too long,” Ahmed
said.
Although it was supposed to be
the last meeting of the semester,
the Senate will meet next week to
hear from the apportionment board
about what to do with extra money.
The apportionment board met
earlier in the week. Senators will
also be sworn in at the meeting.
The bylaw change 15-16-03 will
be voted on at the meeting.
Bylaw 15-16-03 adds an amendment and addition to the bylaws
that cover the powers and responsibilities of the student internal affairs committee.
The bylaw will eliminate the student government webmaster position. The internal affairs committee

will maintain all social media sites
for student government, and will
update it with information about
student government and their activities.
Ariannah Lambert, university enhancement chair, will present Resolution 15-16-03 which asks Student
Government to “Adopt a Block” for
one academic school year.
Lambert said it would be good
to show that Student Government
supports the Eastern community.
The resolution is intended to be
beneficial for Student Government
because it shows how active Student
Government is with the community
and with the school, Lambert said.
“It gives me a sense of accomplishment and I can imagine other students feel the same,” Lambert

said.
Courtney Sage, the student vicepresident for student affairs will be
presenting the budget allocation
proposal.
The money is to help fund the
It’s On Us Campaign, the Prowlin’
with the Prez Series, and the adoption of OrgSync.
OrgSync is a website that creates
a community between students and
registered student organizations in
order to better communication on
campus.
The student senate will also pick
the “Senator of the Semester” at the
meeting.
Cassie Buchman can be
reached at 581-2812
or cjbuchman@eiu.edu.
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After Thanksgiving

Mackenzie Freund

Enjoy the
weather,
stay healthy
The weather is changing and the sun is
setting sooner. Fall started and the weather is beautiful.
It’s December, and I have to say, I am a
bit shocked at how beautiful it is outside.
I am not saying that I want it to be
snowing, believe me; I am fine without the
snow.
If I remember correctly, this time last
year it was cold and I needed to wear my
heavy coat with my snow boots.
The good thing about this weather is
that there are still a lot of things that you
can do to enjoy this time.
Though it may be cold, you can still
go out and sit on the Doudna steps with
friends, or play a game of touch football
with your friends in the quad.
Taking advantage of this weather is
something that can be a great stress reliever during the next few weeks, providing
that the weather holds.
The thing is with this weather, is that
we are in that awkward time where the
weather gets cold, then warm, then cold
again.
When the weather gets crazy like this,
it’s important to make sure that you stay
healthy.
Staying healthy is going to be something that may be placed on the back
burner with finals week coming up.
I know that when I have finals week,
I tend to ignore what my body is saying
that I need to slow down and take care of
myself.
When finals week does come, make sure
that you pay attention to what your body
says and what the weather is, because if
you get sick while you are stressed, the
weather may not help.
Sleep, vitamin C and making sure you
eat are some ways that you can make sure
that you stay healthy, but also not stressing yourself out too much during this
time.
The more time you spend taking care of
yourself during finals week can even mean
that you can be more successful while you
are taking your finals.
Make sure to take care of yourself and
study before finals to reduce stress and
keep your head on straight.
Mackenzie Freund is a junior journalism major.
She can be reached at 581-2812
or mgfreund@eiu.edu.

Submitting Letters
If anyone is interested in submitting a letter
to the editor, they can be submitted to denopinions@gmail.com.
Please include a headline as well.
If a student, please include name, major and
year in school.
If a resident, please include name and city of
residency.
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Staff Editorial

Take part in helping the community
Community service is something Eastern
prides itself on, and it rightfully should.
Eastern offers students many opportunities
for volunteering throughout the semester, and
students jump on the chance to take part.
Recently, Rachel Fisher, director of student
community service, stepped down from her
position.
In Monday’s edition of The Daily Eastern
News, the article titled, “Student community service director resigns,” said Fisher was able
to organize with students ranging from 40 to
1,500 volunteers.
In 2012 and 2013, Eastern was named one
of top 600 universities in the U.S. for their
efforts in volunteering.
Eastern was also chosen as one of 50 universities to be nationally recognized by the
National Association for Student Affair Professionals.
Eastern students are on the way to completing 150,000 service hours for the academic year.
Students on this campus take volunteering
seriously, and why shouldn’t we? What is the
point of life if you can’t give back every once

in a while; many organizations on this campus
pride themselves on community service and
that’s one of the reasons Eastern is so popular.
Fisher was able to bring students together
for a good cause in the years she held the position.
Again, community service is something to
take seriously at Eastern, and with the semester
coming to a close soon, there are still options
for students to get involved for the holiday season.
Participating in community service events
is something all students should do, if the time
allows it.
Taking part in these events helps individuals
who truly need help around this time of year.
On Dec. 12, the student community service
office will be working with One Stop Community Christmas to help distribute blankets to
the Charleston community.
Students can help and participate to help
give a total of 1,000 blankets to individuals.
The event is also a way for families to play
Santa and give toiletry items or toys to their
loved ones.
This is not the only chance to participate in

helping the local community.
Around this time of year, there are always
canned food drives, coat drives, toy drives and
many more.
Donating helps the community in many
great ways.
Students may not be able to volunteer due
to other commitments, but there are still ways
to help people in the community.
Donating items may not seem like much to
some, but it goes a long way to help others.
Donating and volunteering can allow individuals to work and make a difference in the
community they are a part of.
It should also be noted that the holiday season is not the only time students can volunteer
on campus or in the community.
Students and other individuals can make a
difference any day of the year.
Eastern is known for its volunteerism, and
the opportunities are still available for individuals to participate in this year to make a difference in the community.
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.

Stand up for yourself, know your worth
We all get it. We all have problems and
we all need friends to vent to, but what
we do not need is when people, instead of
venting, treat the person as a punching bag.
As a place to go to lash out angrily at a
person who is not at fault.
That is not fair nor is it healthy to you
and that person’s relationship.
It’s worse when you’re in a relationship
with the person, be it friendly or more than
friends, and that person knows that not
only do you have your own problems your
facing now-school, work, studying- and
may even have some trauma in your past
that causes this out lash to be worse than
intended, way worse.
Now you sit here trying to contemplate
what to say to this person, trying to judge
how to respond but not lash out.
It can be hard, considering the person
may or may not have said some hurtful
things and also may have some past experiences where they were treated wrong as well
so you do not want to upset them in any
way pertaining to that instance.
So you do the only thing you know how
to do and play reverse psychology and in
hopes to get the person to A: feel guilty
they yelled at you for no reason, or B: get
them to open up.
Which in turn they respond in saying

Liz Dowell
they do not want to talk about it nor do
they need help and they will refuse any outward sympathies from you, all in all still
refusing to apologize or change their attitude towards you.
This is where you make the decision to
either forgive them of their rude outburst
and move on or decide how to explain how,
you understand that they do not want to
talk about their problems, but it’s not your
problem that they are mad in the most
sophisticated way you can muster up, without making it sound like you do not care
about their feelings.
Personal reactions are a big deal for
human society in trying to build a commu-

nity.
That’s why it’s frowned upon, in some
instances, when people choose to be alone
or an introvert, or chose puppies and kittens over human reaction.
But human reactions like this, are the
reason why I chose to be alone.
I cannot stand being treated like lesser than a person and people should not be
treating others so.
I do not see the point of putting effort
out and trying to be a friend, or more than
friends, and doing nothing but getting shot
down and treated like a choice.
I am not a choice. I am not an option.
I am a human being with feelings, even if
I like to pretend that I do not have them,
and I do deserve to be treated as so.
And so do you.
Do not let anyone teat you in any way
that you are not OK with.
Be it your friends or family and yes I am
talking about parents because there comes
a time when you do have to tell them that
you are an adult and are allowed to make
your own choices and mistakes.
Stand up for yourself and know your
worth.
Liz Dowell is a senior journalism major. She can be
reached at 581-2812 or lhdowell@eiu.edu.
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Charleston to host annual Christmas celebration
By Missa Borah
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
December is finally here, which for
many people means one thing: Christmas. For over 20 years, the city of
Charleston has joined in the festivities by hosting a family event known as
“Christmas in the Heart of Charleston.”
The festivities are coordinated by
the Christmas in the Heart of Charleston Committee, supervised by Diane
Ratliff, who is in charge of tourism and
special events.
Ratliff said the event “allows families
to come together and create memories.”
She also said that it is a great way to get
local businesses involved, and an overall fun, memorable event for the entire
Charleston community.
Those attending the event will be
able to enjoy a holiday parade, watch
performances by Dance Life Studios,
Jefferson Elementary Show Choir, the
Charleston High School chamber choir,
and other musical performances.
There is also a chance to meet Santa and his helpers, including a live reindeer.

Rachael Robinson, an Eastern graduate, said she has been attending this
event since she was a little girl.
“It actually brings the square to life,”
Robinson said.
She compares it to what she believes
an old town shopping center looked
like, with dancers and musicians in the
windows of local shops.
“I love the chestnuts actually roasting over an open fire and getting cozy
in the sleigh ride,” Robinson said.
The Charleston Alley Theater, located at 718 Monroe Ave., will be performing their holiday play, “Christmas
Shorts,” at 7:30 p.m.
Refreshments will be available, including warm drinks and roasted chestnuts. There will also be a gingerbread
house contest, costumed characters and
sleigh rides.
The event is free and open to the
public.
It will take place at the Charleston
Square Saturday from 4:45-7 p.m.
Missa Borah can be reached at
581-2812 or at mdborah@eiu.edu.
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Noah Daughtry, 7, looks at a porcelain house display during Christmas in the Heart of Charleston on Dec. 6, 2014,
in the Charleston Square. Daughtry was accompanied by his grandparents, Deb and Dale Wolf.

Senate, UPI campaign hopes to get state budget passed
By Cassie Buchman
Administration Editor | @cjbuchman
Student Senate and the University Professionals of Illinois could
both be seen outside of the Food
Court in the Martin Luther King
Jr. University Union Tuesday encouraging people who walked by to
write and send postcards to get the
governor and other state representatives to pass a budget.
Illinois is entering its sixth month
of not having a state budget.
The senate was also telling people about their letter writing campaign; they had a table where students could pick up a template for
the letter that gave examples of
what to write about as well as fliers
about the budget situation.
Ariannah Lambert, the university enhancement chair for the senate, said they handed out a template
because people get nervous about

»

ADOPT

writing letters.
The templates told students to
make the letters personal and write
to their hometown legislature to explain why passing the state budget
is important to them.
The fliers also reiterated the fact
that Eastern will not be closing
down because of the current crisis.
Jasmine Thomas, a junior Africana studies major, said people’s faces lit up when they saw the school
was not going to be closing down.
Thomas said people had been
coming by and taking the information the senate had to learn more
about what is going on.
“We had quite a lot of fliers, and
now this is all that is left,” Thomas
said, gesturing to the few flyers still
on the table.
The fliers told students that the
budget impasse is at a state level
and the government has not passed
a budget for higher education; the

state owes students about $3.8 million for the Fall 2015 semester.
Thomas said some people do not
always know they have a voice on
campus and are not sure how to use
their voice.
“By using this information, they
can help their voice grow and get
questions answered,” Thomas said.
Students who were not able to
make it to the table can get letters
from the student activities office
and they can talk to Catie Witt, the
executive vice president of the senate.
At a table a couple feet away from
the senate, the University Professionals of Illinois allowed individuals to sign postcards telling legislators to fund the Monetary Award
Program grant with their name and
home address.
The MAP grant provides more
than 100,000 Illinois students with
the necessary tuition assistance to

become college success stories, according to the postcard.
People were told to sign three
postcards with this information
on them; one will be sent to Gov.
Bruce Rauner, another will be sent
to their own state representative and
then to their state senators.
Fern Kory, an English professor,
said they have done a postcard campaign before.
“It’s a way to reach to students,
faculty and staff, and tell them we’re
all in this together,” Kory said. “If
there is not a budget, the money
not being received affects students
and the institution.”
The table also had buttons with
“fund our future” written on them.
Nancy Crone, an academic adviser in the kinesiology and sports
studies department, said the government has told students they are entitled to Monetary Award Program
money and other funding, but they

have not gotten it.
“The students are being told, you
have x amount of money, then they
don’t give it to the university, so the
university has been covering the
cost,” Crone said.
John Kilgore, a retired English professor, said the whole state
is desperately in need of a relative
business plan.
“(The community) takes part at
Eastern, and depends on the institution,” Kilgore said.
Even though he is retired, Kilgore
said he still thinks it is important to
help get the budget passed.
“Teachers and staff never stop
caring about students,” Kilgore said.
The UPI will be in the Union for
the rest of the week from 11 a.m.
to 2 p.m.

pha Phi Alpha fraternity.
Both groups took the money
out of their dues and from fundraising to help raise money for the
event.
Cherise Lesley, a junior sociology major and TRiO ambassador,
said the event was heartwarming
and one of the biggest Adopt-aFamily events they had ever had.

“ The way ever yone came together, it was honestly great,” Lesley said. “Hopefully next year, it
will be even bigger than this and
we can go to the Grand Ballroom
or something like that.”
Stephen Simpson, vice president of academic affairs for the
Student Senate, said since he is in
student government, he decided

to ask if they could partner up for
the event.
“ We donated $300 and it all
came out of personal pockets,”
Simpson said. “It was nice to see
everyone, especially the mom.”

Cassie Buchman can be
reached at 581-2812
or cjbuchman@eiu.edu.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“It feels good to see how the
kids reacted, they were being so
appreciative,” she said.
Ma l i y a Sm i t h , a s e n i o r p s y chology major, said though this
is their first time participating in
Adopt-a-Family, they definitely
want to do it again next year.
Both Hill and Smith are members of the Zeta Phi Beta sorority.

Chris Johnson, a senior marketing major, said it was good to see
the community had the family’s
back when they needed it.
“Especially the way the community is now, with all its issues, the
fact that they still came together
for such an event is great,” Johnson said.
Johnson is a member of the Al-
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Shambaugh said she enjoyed
working with Fisher and that
she liked Fisher’s sense of humor
and enthusiasm.
“She spreads that to all of us
and makes us all feel like life is
happy and the job is worth it
and that’s the way we come to
work every day,” Shambaugh
said. “It’s been very meaningful
working for her.”
Fisher said one of the things
she likes most about being the
director is working with different people.
“I enjoy working with people,
energizing, helping reach for the
ah-ha and amazing, wonderful
ideas and being witness to the
great positive impact motivated people can create and make.”
Fisher said, “At times it can take
away your breath.”
Fisher also said she enjoyed
every day of the “amazing opportunity,” including working
with individual students and
student organizations and nonprofit agency members and leaders.
Charleston Mayor Brandon
Combs said his first meeting after he became mayor was with

»
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Rachel Fisher, director of student community service, is
resigning from her position after seven years to pursue educational and professional opportunities.

Fisher, and Combs said he is
shocked at the news of her stepping down.
“I was kind of shocked because she does such a fantastic job,” Combs said. “It takes
someone with a lot of energy
and a lot of passion to do that.”
“Each interaction has produced a greater energy and passion,” Fisher said.
Seeing students connect to
their academic expertise and

There was some confusion not meet as a group.
Some committees had not
when Eckert said he found out the
committee of brand champions been active for several years.
Bruns said it seemed like there
did not exist from an email he reshould be a more cut and dry proceived from Martin.
C.C. Wharam, the director of cess on whether or not committhe Center for the Humanities, tees are meeting or resolved or cresaid it does, and Ludlow said she ated.
Also discussed at the meeting
knows someone on the commitwas a resolution that suggested the
tee.
The
New York
Times
Syndication
Corporation
Council Sales
on University
Planning
Committees
that had
been disAvenue,
N.Y.
10018
and York,
Budgeting
should
change to
banded620
wereEighth
the parking
adviso- New
Forand
Information
Call:one
1-800-972-3550
voting representative for every
ry committee
philanthropy
For
Release
Wednesday,
December
2, 2015
members.
communications committee, and 150-faculty
Abebe said it would be difficult
parking appeals committee did

Crossword
ACROSS
1 “The ___ is up!”
4 Corrodes
9 What tiny fish
and eyes do
13 Hunky-dory
15 What might
lead you to say
“Whatever”
16 Spy Aldrich
17 34-Across
case involving
… wrongful
termination?
19 ♂
20 Prepares to tie
one’s shoes, say
21 Put a strain on
23 Multiplication
sign, in math
class
24 Some razors
25 … divorce
proceedings?
28 Washing machine
cycle
29 Political group
unlikely to be
swayed

30 Give the slip
31 Fa follower
32 Far from fat
33 Peeved
34 Legal setting for
17-, 25-, 45and 53-Across?
36 Big gulps
38 Hip dance
39 Hip
42 Ouzo flavoring
43 Main point
44 Subject of much
Dave Chappelle
humor
45 … political
corruption?
47 North Dakota
city
48 Unlock, in verse
49 Fixed
50 Common
antiseptic
51 Catches
53 … marijuana
possession?
56 Asia’s ___ Sea
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Mackenzie Freund can be
reached at 581-2812
or mgfreund@eiu.edu.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“I don’t either,” Martin said. “I
think you’re way off base.”
Martin apologized to Ludlow
for his statement.
“If my statement offended, I
apologize. I did not mean to offend you,” Martin said.
Stefan Eckert, a music professor, shared his findings on different committees at the meeting after Martin left. The email said in
the past, former President Bill Perry had discussed a brand champions committee, but it had never
been set in place.

G
A
I
T

their personal interests with different places in the community was a refreshing feeling Fisher
got while working in the office.
She said a lot of her favorite
memories also deal with meeting the students who walked
into the office with the goal to
make a difference and being able
to connect and engage students
to discover their passion and
connect it to the opportunities
in the community.

Fisher said she has many
memories and favorite programs
while she has been at Eastern.
She said each programs offers
a different and unique partnership between students, learning
and the community.
Fisher said she does not know
who will take over as the interim director of the office, but
she said she knows the office
will continue to do great things
while they work with the “communiversity.”
Fisher has worked with different people while she has been at
Eastern and that she wanted to
say thank you to the people she
worked with.
Fisher said she also wants to
thank the community and nonprofit leaders she has had the
chance to work with. “I am in
your debt,” Fisher said.
“It has been an amazing experience and I owe so much to
EIU and the amazing faculty,
staff and students,” Fisher said.
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57 Summer month
in South America

1
13

59 Kids’ road trip
game

17

60 True-blue

20

61 AARP members:
Abbr.

24

3 Word in the
names of two
of the top 10
Fortune 500
companies
4 Jazzberry Jam
and Razzmatazz
in a Crayola box

2

3

4
14

5

6
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9

25
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12

40

41
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42
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43
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11

19
21

36

10

16

18

31

51

7

No. 1028

15

28

1 Onetime MTV
reality stunt
show
2 Confident
counterclaim

Cassie Buchman can be
reached at 581-2812
or cjbuchman@eiu.edu.

Edited by Will Shortz

58 ___-free

DOWN

to do an effective job with the 29
people in the group now.
“Recognizing the inability of
the CUPB to get a handle on the
budget, if they were really doing a
good job I don’t think we would
be having the same stresses we are
having,” Abebe said.
The Faculty Senate decided to
discuss the matter further at the
next meeting.
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54

1512 A Street, P. O. Box 377
Charleston, IL 61920
217 345-4489 – Fax 345-4472
www.woodrentals. com

Rentals for 1 or 2
Rent now or Spring Term
From $290-440
Call for appointment

CLASSIFIEDS
Announcements
SPENCE’S UGLY CHRISTMAS
SWEATERS! CASH ONLY. ALL
SWEATERS $15, ACCESSORIES $5.
OPEN WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY,
FRIDAY, SATURDAY. 345-1469

Help wanted
Delivery and Pizza Maker Position
wanted part time. Must be here for
Christmas break. Apply in person
after 4 p.m. Pagliai’s Pizza,
1600 Lincoln, Charleston.
_______________________ 11/31

For rent
1 and 2 Bedroom Apartments
across from Doudna (217) 345-2416
_______________________ 12/01
Village Rentals 2016-2017 Leasing
Student Housing. Newly remodeled
1 and 2 BR Apts. Water and trash included. 217-345-2516.
www.charlestonvillagerentals.com.
________________________ 12/4
DOUDNA IS JUST A STEP AWAY!
DON’T MISS OUT! 2 BD AVAILABLE
1/1/16. OPENING FOR FALL 2016 2,
3, 4 BR APTS sammyrentals.com.
CALL OR TEXT 217-549-4011 OR
217-348-0673.
________________________ 12/4
Rooms available for rent in a 4 bed,
2 bath house on 9th Street in
Charleston. Walking distance to EIU
campus. Furnished. W/D, utilities
included. $435/month. Call Laurie
at 314-283-9535.
_______________________ 12/14
For Spring & Fall 2016, 1, 2, 3 and
4 BR Apts. 348-7746
www.CharlestonlLApts.com
_______________________ 12/14
See our properties at
ppwrentals.com 217-348-8249
_______________________ 12/11
GREAT LOCATIONS 1, 2, and 3
bedroom apts available August
2016 ppwrentals.com
217-348-8249
_______________________ 12/11
AVAILABLE JANUARY 2016 one
bedroom apt ppwrentals.com
217-348-8249
_______________________ 12/11
Fall 2016: Very Nice 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7 BR
Houses, Townhouses & Apartments. Excellent locations! 1 - 3
Blocks from Campus.
217-493-7559. myeiuhome.com
_______________________ 12/14

For rent
Very nice 6 BR, 3 bath house behind
Family Video. Very nice unit with
excellent parking. $275/person for
6 people or $350/person for 5.
217-493-7559 myeiuhome.com
_______________________ 12/14
BOWERS RENTALS - FALL 2016 1,
2, 3 BR leases available. Great locations close to campus! Check out
1011/1015 Grant or 1718 11th
Street! Affordable rates starting at
$300/mo. Call or text 217-345-4001.
See all our homes at eiuliving.com
_______________________ 12/14
BOWERS RENTALS - SPRING SEMESTER 6 month lease available.
Call or text 217-345-4001.
eiuliving.com
_______________________ 12/14
3 bedroom apartment. 1801 9th
Street. $497.50 per person. Includes
utilities, cable, internet. Contact
217-345-RENT.
_______________________ 12/14
Available in January. 1 and 2 BR
apartments. 3 blocks from campus. Call Buchanan Street Apts.
for more info. 345-1266.
_______________________ 12/14
2 BR large apartment with W/D and
central air. Call Buchanan Street
Apts. 345-1266.
_______________________ 12/14
www.CharlestonILApts.com
_______________________ 12/14
LARGE 3 BEDROOM FURNISHED
APARTMENT FOR FALL 2016. A 10
MONTH LEASE AND ALL FOR ONLY
$185 PER STUDENT. CALL FOR AN
APPOINTMENT. 345-3664.
_______________________ 12/14
www.tricountymg.com
_______________________ 12/14
Park Place, Royal Heights, Glenwood, Lynn-Ro. 4 great locations
with the size and price to meet your
needs. 217-348-1479
tricountymg.com
_______________________ 12/14
Available Now! 1 & 2 Bedrooms.
Close to Campus. Call or text
217-273-6820
_______________________ 12/18
Spring 2016 and Fall 2016 - 1 & 2
Bedrooms. Renting now! Call or text
217-273-6820
_______________________ 12/18
Attention Sororities and Fraternities! 3-7 Bedrooms, some houses on
parade route. All appliances included, including washer and dryer.
Several pricing options. 962-0790.
Panther Properties.
_______________________ 12/18

Check out our photo
galleries online!

55
58
61

5 Ma’s his sis
6 Chemical formula
for tin monoxide

PUZZLE BY JAY KASKEL AND DANIEL KANTOR

44 Tilt-a-Whirl and
Ferris wheel
8 1950s Mideast
46 Insurgent
27 Cook up a
37 Invasive bug
hot spot
conspiracy
47 Underworld
39 Crazies
group
9 Stop for water
29 Chorus that’s not
50 “American ___”
nice to hear
40 Alito succeeded
10 Famous middle
her on the
name that means 32 Unidentified
52 Like a 14-Down
bench
“love of God”
hostile aircraft
54 “The StarSpangled
11 Prepares for
33 ___ of personality 41 Cannot stand
Banner” writer
another round of
42 Hebrew name for
34 Punch
shots
55
Measure
God
ingredient?
opposed by
12 Flying transmitter
35 “Great” river of
43 Big name in
Phyllis Schlafly,
14 Tiptoer, e.g.
England
1980s jeans
for short
18 What can take
Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 7,000 past
people for a
loop?
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Read about and comment on each puzzle: nytimes.com/wordplay.
22 Nissan S.U.V.
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/studentcrosswords.
25 Contents of
some banks
7 Slowpoke

26 Pro with a deck
of cards, maybe

36 Ones taking
potshots

www.dailyeasternnews.com
Like the Daily Eastern News on Facebook to get
all the latest news and sports info!
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Eastern volleyball team wraps up successful season
By Sean Hastings
Sports Editor |@DEN_Sports
The Eastern volleyball team may
have lost its first game of the Ohio Valley Conference tournament but that
does not take away everything they accomplished in the regular season.
The Panthers finished the season
with an 11-6 record with everyone on
the team contributing to the team’s success.
For coach Sam Wolinski, this was her
first season as the coach of the Panthers.
“I think it was a very good to be quite
honest with you,” Wolinski said. “We
ended up with a winning record so I
think you’ll take that anytime.”
In her first season she improved the
Panthers’ OVC record from 8-8 to 11-6.
“Obviously I think we’re all disappointed just not winning that initial
match in the OVC tournament but I
don’t think that should detour from the
great things we accomplished this season,” Wolinski said.
Freshman Taylor Smith was a player
who came into Eastern for her first year
and was used in many different roles and
found success everywhere on the court.
Smith recorded 189 kills, 634 assists
and 331 digs in 130 sets played.
Smith was not the only freshman who
came in and made an impact on the
team in their first year.
Freshmen Anne Hughes and Nicole
Schladt were both two strong defensive
specialists for the Panthers. Schladt did
not see too much action but got the job
done when she was in the game.
Hughes had 302 digs in 120 sets
played and Schladt had 93 digs in 61 sets
played.
Freshman Abby Knight stepped into a
bigger role when Abby Saalfrank was out
for a few matches.
“I thought Abby Knight did a good
job when we asked her to play on the
right side when Abby Saalfrank was out
for a while and couldn’t play,” Wolinski said. “She was just the ‘Great Wall
of China’ out there in essence and that’s
what we needed her to her to do with
her block.”
Senior Stephanie Wallace was a captain along with fellow senior Marah
Bradbury and she was the libero for the

JASON HOWELL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Sophomore outside hitter Maria Brown played in 26 matches this season and had 2.44 points per set and 2.08 kills
per set.

Panthers in her time at Eastern. Wallace
broke the Eastern all-time digs record
finishing the season with 574 digs and
her career with 1,965.
Wallace may have broken the record,
but being a leader on the team was more
important for her.

“Becoming the dig leader is a great
achievement but just being a leader had
a greater impact on the team,” Wallace
said.
This was Wallace’s final season at Eastern and she said she is happy with how
things turned out.

“Despite our loss in the tournament,
we had some great accomplishments
throughout the season and I’m happy with how it went,” Wallace said. “I
couldn’t have asked for a greater group
of seniors to play with for the past four
years.”

Bradbury led the team in assists with
743, but an injury to her hand prevented
her from getting more in the latter part
of the season.
Bradbury was consistently the Panthers’ assist leader night after night, but
the injury forced her to take on a different role and have limited playing time.
“I think Marah (Bradbury) was having a very good year as well up until the
injury unfortunately,” Wolinski said.
Senior Chelsea Lee led the team with
333 kills in 112 sets played. Fellow senior Kayla Nesbitt recorded 177 kills in
79 sets.
Wolinski referred to Nesbitt as the
“sixth man off the bench” in basketball,
Nesbitt did not start but came off the
bench and got the job done when needed.
Sophomore Allie Hueston improved
her digs number from 267 to 299.
Hueston played in the middle for the
Panthers and consistently reaching double-digit kills each night.
She was in double-digit numbers 12
out of the 17 matches Eastern played.
Wolinski said that you can count on
her to get the job done in every match.
Maria Brown also had a strong sophomore campaign recording 221 kills in
106 sets played, 89 more kills than her
freshman year.
Overall the Panthers had a successful
season. They were the only team to beat
Murray State in the regular season and
also had a few big comeback wins.
In a match late in the season, Eastern
trailed Southern Illinois-Edwardsville
2-0 and won three straight to get the key
conference win.
In the fourth set, the Panthers trailed
21-13 in a set that seemed like that
would go to the Cougars, but Eastern
fought back to get a 27-25 win.
“I think the team itself was really solid,” Wolinski said. “They were a great
group and they got along really well both
on and off the court.”
The Panthers are off until spring season, but for Wallace, Bradbury, Saalfrank, Nesbitt and Lee, they will not be
there but all left their mark at Eastern.
Sean Hastings can be
reached at 581-2812 or
smhastings@eiu.edu.

Women’s tennis team adds recruit for 2017 season
By Maher Kawash
Staff Reporter |@DEN_Sports
The Eastern women’s tennis team
announced that they have added the
talents of Emily Pugachevsky for the
2016-17 season next fall.
Pugachevsky is a talent brought in
from Toronto, Canada, and is familiar
with success as she has had a storied
career thus far.
Pugachevsky has participated in

Canadian National Championships
in U14 and U16 tournaments.
The signing of Pugachevsky will
also be the first recruit brought in
from first year head coach Emily
Wang.
In 2012, Pugachevsky won the Ontario Tennis Association Roman Cup
tournament for the levels of U14 and
U16.
Pugachevsky has boasted a record
of 12-13 in the past year which has

come against all sorts of competition.
She has posted an even record of
2-2 against her opponents who were
rated as 5-Star recruits.
Her best play has come against opponents who are rated as two or three
star recruits as she holds a combined
7-0 record in those matches.
Pugachevsky faced her toughest test
earlier this year as she battled against
opponents in the International Tennis
Federation sponsored tournament in
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Guatemala where she made it to the
main draw round of 16.
While many will be looking forward to her talent on the tennis court,
Pugachevsky will also focus on making strides in the classroom as she
hopes to major in biology.
Pugachevsky is going into pre-medicine with hopes of getting into medical school following her career at Eastern.
Pugachevsky will be an important

addition for the Panthers, as the team
will be losing two girls to graduation
this year.
The signing of Pugachevsky was
the only one for the recruiting class of
2016, so many will be watching to see
how her game will translate to the college level.
Maher Kawash can be
reached at 581-2812
or mwkawash@eiu.edu.

@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: #EIU women’s basketball team will host Western Illinois tonight in Lantz Arena.
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Senior wing Trae Anderson scored 12 points during the Panthers’ 66-62 win over Indiana State on Tuesday at Lantz Arena.

Panthers victorious against Indiana State
By Blake Nash
Assistant Sports Editor | @Banash5
When Eastern men’s basketball
coach Jay Spoonhour talked earlier this week about his team’s performance, the phrase “complete
game” often came up. In the first
two games of their recent home
stand, the Panthers led at halftime,
but lost. It was a different story on
Tuesday when Eastern defeated Indiana State 68-62.
The Panthers led at the half 2723, behind forward Trae Anderson’s
10 points. Anderson gave the Panthers some life in the post as Indiana State’s defense made it difficult
for them to get the ball inside early.
Once Anderson found his stride the
team did as well.

“They got after us the first 11
minutes. They were good,” Spoonhour said. “Tonight Trae (Anderson) helped us win because he
played hard and got after some rebounds.”
Anderson finished the game with
12 points and six rebounds, equaling his rebounding total from the
last game against Green Bay. Freshman guard Casey Teson was the
Panthers’ leading scorer and found
his comfort zone at the three-point
line.
Teson was 6-of-8 from beyond
the arc, finishing with a season-high
18 points. Four of his threes came
in the second half in which the Panthers shot 8-of-14 from three-point
range. Junior Demetrius McReynolds and freshman Lucas Jones add-

ed two and one 3-pointer respectively, in the second half. Teson said
that when the defense collapsed on
Anderson in the first half, it gave
Eastern’s shooters more room on the
perimeter.
“Once we got it down to Trae,
they just sort of collapsed on him
and he kicked it out to us,” Teson
said. “We all started knocking down
our shots and that’s what helped
us.”
Junior AJ Riley also reached double-figure scoring with 10 points.
Riley has accomplished that feat in
three of the first five games of the
season. He also had three assists and
two steals. Defensively, the Panthers
forced 15 Indiana State turnovers
and finished with six steals.
The Panthers’ defense was able

to grab 23 rebounds, giving them
a total of 35 for the game. The 12
offensive rebounds resulted in 14
second-chance points for Eastern,
which also scored 20 points off
turnovers.
“We were really guarding well
in the first half,” Spoonhour said.
“We strung some stops together and
grabbed some rebounds, and to me
that’s the biggest deal.”
Indiana State also had three
players reach double figure scoring. Devonte Brown led the Sycamores with 22 points. Fellow guards
Brenton Scott and forward Emondre Rickman recorded 11 and 10
points, respectively.
Eastern will now face Northern
Kentucky of the Horizon League.
The Norse have gotten off to a 1-4

start, similar to the Panthers. They
will be the second Horizon League
opponent Eastern has faced this season and on this home stand.
Eastern fell to Horizon League
foe Green Bay 81-72 last Saturday.
Teson said that Tuesday’s victory
should give them confidence in future games and practices.
“It’s going to help us out a lot
coming down the road,” Teson said.
“It should make it more exciting to
come to practice and everything.”
The Panthers will host Northern
Kentucky at 7 p.m. Saturday in the
final game of this current four-game
home stand.
Blake Nash can be
reached at 581-2812
or banash@eiu.edu.

Eastern basketball team to host Western Wednesday
By Elias Albert
Staff Reporter |@DEN_Sports
The Eastern women’s basketball
team will host Western at 6 p.m. in
its third home game since Nov. 17.
The Panthers are currently 1-5 and
on a five-game losing streak, four of
which came on the road.
In their lone home loss, they lost
in overtime to Loyola-Chicago.
Coach Debbie Black said she prefers it when her team plays at home,
as do her players.
“I think we play better when we’re
at home,” Black said. “It might be
that we just like playing in front of
our home crowd and we like it better
than traveling.”
In their two home games, Eastern
averaged 73 points offensively com-

pared to the 50 points they have averaged in their four road contests.
They also averaged more than 40
rebounds per game while at home,
which is more than the 34.8 rebounds per game that stands as their
season average.
Throughout the season so far, certain areas of Eastern’s game have
been particularly strong, especially when compared to the rest of the
OVC.
Eastern has only allowed 27.8 percent of its opponent’s three-point
attempts to be made, which ranks
them at second in the conference.
They are also fourth in the conference with eight steals per game,
and their even turnover margin ranks
them at sixth.
Black said despite results that have

not gone the way she would like
them to, she is still happy with the
way her players have performed.
She said junior forward Erica
Brown is a player that she had liked
to have on the floor as much as she
can.
“She (Brown) can make a lot of
good plays when she’s out there,”
Black said. “She has had some fouling issues, so it sometimes limits her
minutes late in games.”
Brown’s efforts so far this season
have resulted in 11.7 points and 7.3
rebounds per game, both of which
lead the team. Her scoring and rebounding numbers also rank her at
20th and eighth in the OVC, in each
respective category.
Black also said she is impressed by
the work of freshman forward Hal-

le Stull, who is third on the team in
scoring with 7.7 points per game.
“She’s (Stull) not afraid to go out
there and play,” Black said. “She’s
been asked to play a lot of minutes
and she’s reacted well to that. She
can only continue to get better.”
In Eastern’s last game at Saint
Louis, sophomore guard Grace Lennox was held scoreless for the first
time this season.
Black said this was a result of
teams being more prepared for her
group’s strengths.
“They’re making it a priority to
guard Grace (Lennox),” Black said.
“She ends up with our opponent’s
best defender. She knows that she
needs to be more aggressive now.”
Eastern’s upcoming opponent,
Western, is fresh off a 75-59 win

over Bethune Cookman and is currently averaging 84.4 points per
game.
Western has hit 35 percent of its
three pointers and is averaging 12
made threes per game.
Black said her team needs to defend the three well and avoid allowing second chances.
“We have to run and rebound to
the best of our ability,” Black said.
“We’ve done a good job at taking
care of the ball and we need to continue that if we hope to win.”
Eastern and Western will get
their matchup underway at 6 p.m.
Wednesday in Lantz Arena.
Elias Albert can be
reached at 581-2812
or ewalbert@eiu.edu.

